Professor David Haigh 
Prof. Haigh graduated in 1981 with First Class Honours in Natural Sciences from Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge.  Following an industrially sponsored PhD in Indolizidine Alkaloid synthesis at the University of Leeds (1981-1984) and Post-doctoral studies in Transamidation and Spermine Alkaloid synthesis at the University of Nottingham (1984-1986), he joined Beecham Pharmaceuticals as a medicinal chemist in 1986, working initially in the area of Diabetes research.  

During his 23 year career at Beecham, subsequently SmithKine Beecham and finally GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals, Prof. Haigh held increasingly senior roles in Drug Discovery medicinal chemistry, leading an increasing number of chemistry or research programme teams studying a variety of receptor, enzyme and cell-based biological targets, primarily in the Diabetes and Hepatitis C therapeutic areas.  His work resulted in the discovery of a number of molecules which progressed into pre-clinical and/or clinical development for the treatment of Diabetes or Hepatitis C.  One of these molecules, Avandia, was launched as a medicine for the treatment of Type 2 or Non-Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus in 1999, and later reached “Blockbuster” status, with peak sales of £1,645 million in 2006.  Avandia is currently the most potent clinical medicine in the class of Nuclear Hormone Receptor drugs known as the Peroxisomal Proliferator Activated Receptor Gamma (PPAR) Agonists.  During the last 15 years, this class of therapeutic agents has revolutionised Diabetes therapy and improved the quality of life of millions of Type-II Diabetic patients throughout the world.  Prof. Haigh and several of his colleagues were awarded the prestigious Society for Medicines Research “Award for Drug Discovery” in 2001 in recognition of this achievement. 

Following major restructuring of GlaxoSmithKline’s UK research operations at the end of 2008, Prof. Haigh took up position as Professor in Medicinal Chemistry within the School of Medicine Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences at Queen’s University Belfast in April 2009.  Working within the Centre for Cancer Research and cell Biology, Prof. Haigh is currently collaborating with biology colleagues within CCRCB to develop early drug discovery activities against a range of Oncology drug targets.  Areas of particular interest to his group include members of the Ubiquitin Signalling pathway and proteins involved in Nuclear Transport and in regulation of Apoptosis.  These early-stage novel targets require critical validation of the target biology and Prof. Haigh’s extensive industrial experience brings valuable expertise to these activities.

